Rubber

Above
A typical production unit

Soul

was recently talking to a friend who was born in

Shanghai and has just been back there for the

first time in many years. She recalled that, when
she was last there, the prevalent sounds of the city
were voices and bicycle bells, but now it is like any
other urban conglomerate - totally given over to the
motor car. The rubber industry has a long history,
stretching back into the 19th century, but, as Roger
Mason told me, “the market’s still growing, espe-
cially in the Far East where there’s obviously a sig-
nificant expansion in terms of disposable income
and cars are quite a luxury item.” Although Flexsys
sells a proportion of the chemicals it produces for
rubber processing to manufacturers of a wide range
of items ranging from shoe soles to golf club grips,

Flexsys Rubber Chemicals is bringing new investment to a unique
manufacturing location. Engineering manager Roger Mason, told Sarah
Bower about the company’s project to market its Ruabon Works site

its main customers are the big tyre manufacturers
such as Goodyear, Firestone and Michelin.
Manufacture of chemicals for the rubber indus-
try began on the Ruabon site in 1930. In 1995,
when Monsanto underwent a major restructuring,
Flexsys was formed, owned 50 per cent by Solutia
and 50 per cent by Akzo Nobel. At Ruabon, the
company produces three rubber chemicals, DPG,
TMQ which slows down the degradation of rubber
from exposure to ultra-violet light, and PVI (pre-
vulcanisation inhibitor) to enhance the productivity
of the rubber manufacturing process. These chem-
icals are produced in the form of powders or pellets
designed to dissolve in the molten rubber.
Investment in state-of-the-art manufacturing
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